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President’s Message B

By Jacki Hulm, President, gapagt@gapagt.org P2

It seems like this last year has gone rushing by...

The GAPAGT Board has been working hard to present
meaningful programs, networking opportunities and
information about changes happening at the state level
that can impact our children.

From the changes that we have seen on the proposed
standardized GPA program, it is obvious that the
involvement and feedback from parents like you has been
effective. And, there is still an opportunity to express your
feelings about the changes. Please read Diana Cooley's
article on the extended public response deadline and the
current changes being considered, and continue to make
you heard on this important topic.

GAPAGT has had very good attendance at our Friday
evening pot lucks and programs, and have seen quite a
few new faces as well as our members. If you have
suggestions for other programs or activities that you would
like to see, please access our website and let us know.

After we all get back from the holiday break, we will begin
working on our springtime activities. This will include
naming the Board for next year, so please start
considering participating as board member.

I hope everyone has a safe and happy holiday season!
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Book Review

Smart Kids With Learning Difficulties: Overcoming
Obstacles and Realizing Potential is an engaging must-

Smart KldS read for any parent, educator, or counselor of smart kids
w‘féLeammg who face learning difficulties. The authors, who have more

Difficulties than 20 years experience working with and advocating for

¥ gifted and learning-disabled children, provide useful,
practical advice for helping smart kids with learning
challenges succeed in school.

The purpose of the book is to guide parents and educators
toward identifying and planning for smart kids with learning
challenges so that they will reach their true potential. This
book deals with research and experience the authors have
gained from working directly with students who are smart,
but struggle in school. The authors present learning and
teaching methods that have been applied successfully to
both the gifted and talented and the learning-disabled
populations. These methods can, and should, be used with
all bright kids with learning difficulties, whether or not they
have official labels.

Topics covered in the book include identifying and
recognizing gifted/learning-disabled students, what the law
says about this population, planning and developing
accommodations that empower these students, what works
and doesn't work in the classroom, tools and checklists to
build supportive learning environments, and the roles and
responsibilities of parents, students, and school personnel.

The book is available through Prufrock Press at
www.prufrock.com for $16.95.

Important G/T Dates

December 15 Academy Parent Intro meeting at Hillside (for prospective parents)
December 16 Academy Parent Intro meeting at Walnut Glen (for prospective parents)
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Program Plans & Guest Speakers
By Diana Cooley, Programs, dcooley@gapagt.org

We’'ve had three very successful programs this fall and are
planning two more for the spring, plus a weekly book study.

There will be no program in December, but mark your
calendars for January 23. We've invited two GISD
counselors who work with GT kids to talk to parents about
the “social and emotional needs” of gifted and talented
students. Our students may struggle with perfectionism,
underachievement, loneliness, superiority/inferiority, making
and keeping good friendships, and accepting feelings of being
“Parenting gifted different than their peers. Parenting gifted children is a
children is a unique unique challenge, and it may hglp to have in_sights from
challenge, and it counselors who see these kids in school settings every day.

may help to flave We will again offer a potluck dinner beginning at 6:30 pm as
insights... a time to network with other parents of gifted children. The
program will begin at 7:15.

Child care is available in our Children’s Activity Room for
school age children with advance reservations. Our programs
are held at the First United Methodist Church in Garland, 801
W. Avenue B.

TAGT Conference - Parent Review  ~, ifted
By Diana Cooley umassuumumrmmn[ﬁmuu

The Texas Association for Gifted and Talented annually hosts one of the largest conferences on gifted
education in the country every November. This year, the conference was in downtown Dallas from
November 12-14. It began with a free open house to give parents an introduction to the state
association and allow them to preview the enormous vendor fair. It was amazing to see how many
booths there were related specifically to gifted children, their education and parenting. It was also a
great place to get some early Christmas shopping done! Parent groups from around the area were
invited to set up displays during the open house. Special thanks to Linda Williamson, our
Membership Chairman, for representing GAPAGT!

The next two days were full of 90-minute seminars for both educators and parents, plus a keynote
address each morning. The parent track offered over a dozen classes ranging from “What Do I Do with
this Kid?!” to “"College Roulette: Looking at Admissions to Highly Selective Universities.” It was hard to
choose, but I learned something new in every class I attended.

I also met with leaders of other parent groups for dinner on Thursday night and we discussed ways to
work together and advocate for gifted kids through TAGT. We are fortunate in North Texas to have so
many active parent groups, and there is a lot we can learn from each other.

I'm still sorting through all my notes and handouts from the conference, but it’s reassuring to know
there is such a large network that not only trains teachers in the professional development tracks, but
also supports parents in our efforts to raise and educate our gifted children. I was proud to be able to
say our own GISD GT Coordinator, Linda Phemister, was the Conference Chairman this year. If you
were not able this year, I hope you will plan to attend next November.
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Explore the University of Texas at Austin!

What: "Explore UT: The Biggest Open House in Texas!"
When: Saturday, March 7, 2009, from 11 a.m. to 5 p.m.
Where:  The University of Texas at Austin

Save the Date:
Saturday, March 7, 2009

EXPLORE U

Who: Students K-12, teachers, and families.
Everyone is welcome! o
Cost: Free, no sign-up for activities.

You arrange your food and transportation.
Web site: www.utexas.edu/events/exploreut

Students can choose from more than 350 learning activities on campus. Here are some of the most
popular learning activities every year:

- Watch robot dogs play soccer

- Participate in a trial of ‘Goldilocks’ with a real judge presiding

- Assemble a miniature solar-powered car

- Deliver the TV news in a real TV studio

- Build a bridge with engineering software

- March with the Longhorn Band

- See some of the world’s finest Latin American art in the Blanton Art Museum

Here are some new activities that we're adding this year:

- What FDR Might Tell Obama: Watch a depression-era president offer his advice.

- Facebook: The Good, the Bad, and the Ugly: Learn how to use it safely.

- Capture that Gas: Learn why carbon dioxide is increasing in the atmosphere.

- Computer Mapping: Find your way around the world using an advanced geographic information
system.

- Paradox of the Hungry and Obese: Learn why many of the poor are often overweight and what can
be done.

- Engineers for a Sustainable World: Explore projects such as sand filters and home-made windmills.

- Solarean: Check out this prototype of a solar-powered vehicle.

- Emotional Editing: Learn how editors use music and graphics to make films sing and dance.

- Lights! Camera! Action!: Watch University students rehearse and film a TV drama.

- Student Rights: Learn why schools can prescribe a dress code without violating constitutional rights.

Plus, students can interact with University students to get ‘the real scoop’ about college life and learn
about careers in such fields as architecture, business, communication, law, pharmacy, computer science,
engineering, and education.

For a better picture of what Explore UT is like, request a printed program from last year. These 28 pages
contain descriptions of lots of activities that will stimulate and challenge students. It also contains a map
that shows how the campus will be divided into color-coded, Disneyland-type ‘realms of discovery.’

By the first of January, the Explore UT Web site will be updated with new activities. See
www.utexas.edu/events/exploreut.

Questions? Contact Barbara Langham @ 512-346-2261, or email blangham@austin.utexas.edu.
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Uniform GPA Update

By Diana Cooley

The Texas Higher Education Board has recently filed the proposed rules for calculating a Uniform GPA
with the Texas Register. This gives citizens another 30-day window to review the new
recommendations and send comments. The latest revisions are posted on the GISD website at
www.garlandisd.net. Additional information may be found at the following links.

Comments should be submitted to Natalie Coffey, Senior Program Director, Texas Higher Education
Coordinating Board, PO Box 12788, Austin, Texas 78711 or Natalie.coffey@thecb.state.tx.us by
December 29.

Highlights:

The new proposal continues to give an equal weight of 1.0 to AP/IB/Dual-Credit classes. In addressing
the concerns of the dual-credit courses, the Board proposes forming a 15-member Advisory
Committee which, among other things, will be responsible for evaluating institutional compliance with
the requirements.

The main concern remains that there is no standard exam for assessing exit-level knowledge in dual-
credit courses that compares with the AP and IB exams. Therefore, an equal level of academic rigor is
debatable. As for giving extra weight beyond the 1.0 for the level of work required to complete the
two-year international curriculum in the IB program, comments from the Commissioner in the
published excerpt imply that the Board will continue to consider AP and IB as the same. This is in spite
of the fact that the Texas Legislature previously agreed to award IB Diploma graduates with at least
24 hours of college credit, in addition to any AP credits, for successfully completing the program.
Garland ISD is one of the few school districts in the area that gives 2.0 credits for IB courses.

Pre-AP and Pre-IB classes will now be given a half-point extra weight in calculating the Uniform GPA.
This is the result of many concerns the Board received about students needing an incentive to take
higher level classes, despite the Commissioner’s previous objections to “high GPAs without rigor.”
However, the proposed Advisory Committee will be reviewing the courses to make sure they meet
approved standards and will re-evaluate the extra weight in 2013.

Courses included in calculating the Uniform GPA are primarily those listed in the state’s Recommended
High School Plan, which includes at least a year of Fine Arts (Marching Band excluded) as well as some
career and technology courses, but does not include Physical Education classes. While this is an
improvement over the original proposal which just listed the five core classes (English, Math, Science,
Social Studies and a Foreign Language), it may leave those who aim for the Distinguished High School
Plan at a disadvantage. Students who work towards the Distinguished High School Plan, which
requires an extra year of a foreign language and four advanced measures, could be taking extra
classes that are not included in the calculations. Yet these measures are beneficial for college and
attractive on applications. It gives the impression that the Uniform GPA is seeking a middle ground
that will over-challenge some students and under-challenge others, while reversing years of
advancement in encouraging college-bound students to take the most challenging courses available at
their school.

The Texas Legislature will consider a wide variety of topics when they convene in January. Public
education is just one area of concern. However, in a recent focus report, the House Research
Organization lists both the Uniform GPA and the Top Ten Percent Law as issues lawmakers may
consider and some proposals make seek to repeal these laws altogether.
(http://www.hro.house.state.tx.us/focus/Topics81-1.pdf - p.13).

Please continue to send your concerns to the members of the THECB as well as to your state
representative. The outpouring of mail prior to the October board meeting was clearly very effective.
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Can You Give an Hour?

We would like to offer some after school classes for middle school students during the spring
semester, but need parents willing to volunteer at least once a week from 3:50 - 4:50 either
Mondays or Tuesdays at Austin Academy.

We have materials to offer either a simulation of stock market trading to learn about how the
stock market operates, or a simulation for a student-run enterprise to learn about
entrepreneurship.

If you have experience or skills in either of these areas and would be willing to work with gifted
kids to try this pilot program, please contact Diana Cooley at dcooley@gapagt.org. We may be
able to expand the program to other schools next fall.

www.GoArts.org

Because all Texas students should receive:
e A well-balanced education

¢ Quality fine arts instruction
¢ Protected instructional time for arts education

Because every Texas
student deserves a
quality fine arts education e Opportunities to pursue their passion

As the countdown quickens to the January legislative session, advocacy for quality fine arts
education must increase.

We are advocates for education policies, primarily at the state level, that ensure all Texas
students have opportunities to study music, art, dance, and theatre. We provide the public as
well as policy makers with information about the many ways that arts education benefits our
students and our state.

GoArts sends its supporters email updates about official actions and proposals that may affect
arts education opportunities for students in Texas schools. GoArts also provides information
about the benefits of arts education and suggestions for how supporters can let elected
officials and policy makers know they support quality arts education in our schools.

Visit www.GoArts.org often for updates on our latest advocacy activities and to find out how
you can continue to help ensure every Texas student receives a quality fine arts education.

You Can Help - Register Your Support

Help educate our state’s decision makers about the importance of protecting fine arts
education by registering your support at www.GoArts.org. Pass this information on to all of
your fine arts group’s supporters and booster organizations and encourage them to do the
same.

Link to www.GoArts.org

Add a link on your arts organization homepage to www.GoArts.org and encourage your
website audience to register their support.
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GT Gift Ideas from GT Parents

Reprinted from the Katy Parents of Gifted and Talented e-newsletter, December 2008 issue

Need ideas for gifts that will engage the GT mind?

Try these suggestions from KPGT Liaisons and Board members

e Settlers of Catan e Pandamonium

e Mentology e Pass the Pig
 Blokus e Code Breaker

e Snap Circuits e Connect 4

e Risk e I Spy Eagle Eye

e« In a Pickle e Rummikube

e Mancala e Apples to Apples Kids
e The Ultimate Puzzle e Sudoku Sensations

e Gobblet e Tanagrams

- Magnatiles e Brain Benders

e Set The Game of H
e Hiss

Computer games:

» Descartes Cove (advanced math game from Johns Hopkins University - $150 for 6 CD-ROMS)
- Civilization

- Age of Empires

e Sims

Here are some parent recommendations from last year:
e Khet

e Muggins and Knockout e Square Up!
(www.mugginsmath.com) < Bananagrams

e Labyrinth e Lego Mindstorms

e Logic Links - Piratology

e Cross Eyed  Boggle

e Quiddler e Fractiles

e Trigon - Battleship

e Smart Globe e Brain Age video game

e Qwirkle e Rush Hour

e Mastermind e Brick by Brick

One of our Liaisons is a former hobby shop owner who is passionate about games. She recommends
the following site for game reviews: boardgamegeek.com.

Many of the above games can be found at: Mindware, Learning Express, Discovery stores, teacher
stores or other online retailers.

Also generally recommended is Edmunds Scientific and for hard to find games: Fun Again Games.

The National Association for Gifted Children makes their annual gift recommendations in this article.
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Legislative Update

Reprinted from the Dallas Morning News

Here are some higher education bills that the State Legislature is considering after the first of the
year:

e Tuition - several bills that will limit annual increases to 5% a year; freeze rates at public
universities for 2 years and then limit future increases to the inflation rate; end deregulation and
return to a system of required legislative approval on tuition increases.

e Top 10% - would limit the number of slots that colleges reserve for the top 10% students to either
40 or 50%; once filled, the colleges could fill the remainder of their openings as they choose

e Illegal Immigrants - make lower, in-state rates unavailable for illegal immigrants

 Sales tax on textbooks - one bill would exempt textbooks from sales tax year round; another
would create a sales tax holiday the first 10 days of each semester

« Financial Aid - set aside 25% (instead of the current 20%) of the money from tuition increases and
target it for low-income students

Being a Catalyst for Your Gifted Learner
Excerpted from Tempo, fall 2008 issue

The following is a list of suggestions for parents to follow to help them encourage development at
both home and school:

1. Volunteer in the school - your goal is to see first-hand what educational strategies are being
implemented throughout the day. You will develop a relationship with teachers,
administrators, and other gifted children who can benefit from what you have to offer

2. Join professional organizations - The National Association for Gifted Children (www.nagc.org)
and the Texas Association for Gifted Children (www.txgifted.org) are two organizations that
you and your child will benefit from greatly.

3. Join/start a local parent group (GAPAGT - need I say more)?

4. Educate yourself - Learn what educational options your school district offers to gifted
students. Reading books and journals, talking to teachers and counselors, and meeting with
other parents will help you to gain knowledge necessary to address your child's needs.

5. Talk to your child - Ask questions about his/her emotions and education expectations.
Get Professional Help - Do not be afraid to get professional counseling for your child if and
when you feel your child needs it.

6. Explore opportunities outside of school - Many colleges and universities in Texas and across
the country offer special classes designed for the learning needs of gifted students. Check into
local museums, as there are often enrichment opportunities in their areas of interest.

7. Be patient! - It is important to remember that while school districts want the best for their
students, they are often under tight budgetary restrictions. It is important that parents and
school personnel come together to create situations that are effective and within the budget.

8. Be prepared to do 'homework' so that you are prepared to discuss options the teacher may
not even know about for working with gifted students.
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Homework Help on the Web

Handy websites to help children understand current events; these websites cover news in
a kid-friendly way:

www.washingtonpost.com/kidspot - contains information about children from other countries, and
also helps children learn about different professions

www.chicagotribune.com/features/kids - tween-oriented site focuses on politics and entertainment
www.wsjclassroomedition.com/teen/index.html - stories on money and college preparation

Websites that can help with homework assignments:

www.edhelper.com - for an annual fee, you can access worksheets on different skill areas
www.mathforum.org/drmath - college students answer math questions (sponsored by Drexel
University)

And...don't forget about the Garland Nicholson Library System. (see related information below)
http://www.nmls.lib.tx.us/Home/Departments/Recreation+and+Cultural+Services/Nicholson+Memori
al+Library+System/default.htm

Live Homework Help Expands Grade Levels!

On August 1, 2008, the grade levels of Live Homework Help will expand to include kindergarten
through adult learners. Parents are teaching younger children to use the computer, to learn and
explore their world, just as adults turn to technology to help them with everything from GED
preparation to resume writing.

When you log on to the Love Homework Help page on the Garland Nicholson Library System website,
you see options for K-12, College Intro, and Adult Learner. The Adult Learner selection supports
those earning their GED, taking adult education courses, seeking grammar help with their resume or
a work-related project, and more. Live Homework Help tutors will assist parents and their early
learners in core skill development. Also, "Essay Writing" is now called "Writing Center".

Live Homework Help will continue its award-winning service exactly as it is;: on-demand, one tutor to
only one student in only one session, at the moment the student is seeking help with any type of
written work using the file sharing feature. Tutors will continue to assist students with long and short
writing assignments; from essays, to expository writing, to term papers, and much more.

Online tutoring is available free to Garland library card holders in English from 3 p.m. to 10 p.m.
daily. Spanish-speaking tutors are available for math, science and social studies Sunday through
Thursday 3 p.m. to 9 p.m.
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Enrichment Alley - Your Child’s Path to a New Experience

Are you ready to take an active role in your own education? Whether you're looking for a summer
learning experience, a gap year adventure, or a school year program for a single individual or a
school group, you'll find it here. Discover opportunities to immerse yourself in a single subject,
participate in a field experience, join a guided travel group, or make a difference through service
learning.

Some of the programs offered through Enrichment Alley - in Texas alone - are:

SMU College Experience

All participants take a core class in the humanities and choose another college course from a list of
offerings. Special cultural, recreational, and educational activities supplement the academic
program.

Amigos de las Americas
Amigos de las Américas builds partnerships to empower young leaders, advance community
development and strengthen multicultural understanding in the Americas.

Summer Institute for the Gifted (SIG) Summer Program at UT Austin
SIG aims to provide the highest quality educational and social opportunities for gifted and talented
students.

MITE: Introduction to Engineering

The Equal Opportunity in Engineering Program, along with student members of the National
Society of Black Engineers, Society of Hispanic Professional Engineers, and Pi Sigma Pi Engineering
Academic Society, is pleased to offer MITE: Introduction to Engineering 2009. MITE is a free, five-
day residential program for current high school sophomores and juniors (2008-09 academic year).

High School Summer Science Research Program

The High School Summer Science Research Program is a residential program designed to give
superior high school students hands-on research experience by working on research projects with
Baylor University science professors in many disciplines. Participants are selected from high
schools throughout the US. Students completing the program earn one hour of college credit.

G.R.A.D.E. Camp (Girls Reaching And Demonstrating Excellence)

GRADE Camp is a week long summer engineering day camp for girls grade 8-12 at the University
of Houston, located in Texas. The girls work in teams to learn basic concepts of engineering and
build Lego Mindstorm robots.

Learn more about these and other opportunities nationwide at http://www.enrichmentalley.com/.




